
Photography Workshop.  Summer 2021.  Eric Otte 

Photo Critique Checklist 

• Intent – Could any viewer look at this photo and KNOW what you had in mind? 

• Emotional Impact – Can this photo be described with words of emotion like peace, 

calmness, anger, rage, joy, or sadness?  Does your photo make an emotional statement? 

• Center of interest – When composing your images do you successfully direct your 

viewer’s attention to a specific point?  Would the viewer know where your center of 

interest is? 

• Illusion of depth – Have you used framing, balance, contrast and other art concepts to 

make your image jump off the page, or just it just sit there? 

• Subject/Background contrast – Shooing a portrait of someone with black hair against a 

black background is not usually a good idea.  Doe your subject stand out? 

• Personal style – Ansel Adams was known for extreme illusion of depth and all planes in 

very sharp focus.  Jim Zuckerman is known for vibrant colors and simplified subjects 

within their national setting.  Henri Cartier-Bresson once said, “there is nothing in this 

world that does not have a decisive moment.”  How will others describe your unique 

approach? 

• Selective focus – Do you choose where the viewer will look?  If the background is just as 

sharp as the foreground, things can become very visually confusing. 

• Composition – Do you consistently use the rule of thirds, formal or informal balance, 

and leading lines?  Take control of where the viewer’s eyes are most likely to fall in your 

image. 

• Exposure – Do you always shoot at whatever the camera says, or do you take control of 

the light?  Can you see details in your shadows?  Have you ever used a reflector or 

bounced a flash as opposed to straight on? 

• Story telling – Is there a feeling of movement within your image, or does it just sit there?  

Does is leave anything to the imagination, or is it just a statement of what is?  If you 

image doesn’t tell a story, there is no reason to give it a second balance.  Great photos 

make you want to look again and again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions a judge might ask during photography judging … 

• What kind of camera are you using? 

• Does it have different modes/settings? 

o i.e. sports, portrait, museum, scenery, etc. 

• Have you tried any of the extra settings instead of automatic? 

• What were you wanting to capture in this photo? 

• Why did you choose this photo to bring to the fair? 

• What is there about this photo that you like? 

• If you could change one thing in this photo to make it better, what would it be? 

• What do you see as the strongest part of this photo? 

• What do you see is the weakest part of this photo? 

• Did you try this photo from any different angles? 

• Tell me about your picture! 

• If you were to take this photo again, what would you do to make it stronger? 

For black and white photos:  Did you take this picture on the B & W setting or did you switch to 

B & W on your computer? 

 


