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Dorivar Ruiz-Diaz– Dr. Dorivar Ruiz Diaz is a soil fertility and nutrient management specialist 

at Kansas State University. He holds a Ph.D. in soil fertility from Iowa State University and MS 

in soil fertility from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He does research and exten-

sion work on the efficient use of fertilizers, phosphorus and micronutrient management, and land 

application of by-products with an emphasis on crop–available nitrogen. 

Ajay Sharda– Dr. Ajay Sharda is an Associate Professor in the department of Biological and Agri-

cultural engineering at Kansas State University. He received his Ph.D. in Biosystems engineering 

from Auburn University. At K-State, Ajay research focuses on the development and evaluation of 

control systems for large agricultural equipment including planting, and spray systems; developing 

autonomous system for intelligent sense and spray; and developing sUAS sensing system for spa-

tial crop health monitoring. His extension efforts have been devoted to ways precision ag technolo-

gy can help improve in-season decisions on input management for sustainable food production.  

 

Sarah Zukoff- Dr. Sarah N. Zukoff is a field crop entomologist who has a dual role in research 

and extension. She specializes in integrated pest management of key pests of corn, sorghum, wheat, 

alfalfa and cotton. Her extension efforts focus on providing farmers with sustainable, environmen-

tally sound insect and mite pest management strategies to provide the highest yielding crops possi-

ble to feed an ever growing population. Her current research includes characterizing resistance 

levels among corn feeding pests to Bt toxins and insecticides as well as quantifying the effect of Bt 

toxin cross pollination on resistance development among major lepidopteran pests of corn. 

Jordan Steele- Jordan Steele is an Extension Agricultural Economist with Kansas Farm Manage-

ment Association, NW assisting members with accurate record keeping and financial analysis.  

Jordan grew up on a Wyoming cattle ranch then attended the University of Wyoming to obtain a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Business in 2010 and a Master’s Degree in Agricultural Eco-

nomics in 2012.  Steele enjoys working with NW Kansas farm families to develop and maintain 

profitable agri-businesses. 
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Daran Rudnik- Daran Rudnick is an assistant professor of Biological Systems Engineering at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, specializing in irrigation/water management. His appointment 
consists of developing and conducting relevant and responsive irrigation/water management re-
search and extension programs for crops grown in the Central High Plains. His specific research 
interests include: full and limited irrigation management, precision water management, fertigation, 
concurrent management of irrigation and nitrogen fertilizer, economic feasibility of irrigation prac-
tices, and plant and soil water monitoring technologies. Daran has an active extension program that 
engages growers, industry, regulatory agencies, and university personnel. Most notably, he co-
developed the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Testing Ag Performance Solutions (TAPS) program 
that engages a diverse group of stakeholders around efficient and profitable crop production.  




